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life; but the terrible times of the Revolution of .
1688 in England and its consequences had held
him back. Those difficulties had now passed.
Moreover, William III had established free gov-
ernment and religious liberty. No more Quakers
were imprisoned and Penn's old occupation of
securing their protection and release was gone.

In the autumn of 1699 he sailed for Pennsyl-
vania with his family and, arriving after a tedious
three months' voyage, was well received. His po-
litical scrapes and mistakes in England seemed
to be buried in the past. He was soon at his old
enjoyable life again, traveling actively about the
country, preaching to the Quakers, and enlarging
and beautifying his country seat, Pennsbury, on
the Delaware, twenty miles above Philadelphia.
As roads and trails were few and bad he usually
traveled to and from the town in a barge which
was rowed by six oarsmen and which seemed to
give him great pride and pleasure.

Two happy years passed away in this manner,
during which Penn seems to have settled, not
however without difficulty, a great deal of busi-
ness with his people, the Assembly, and the Indian
tribes. Unfortunately he got word from England
of a bill in Parliament for the revocation of colonial